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1^09     One which Asquith specially valued came from Mr. J. W, Hofmeyer
86      the veteran leader of the Africander party, who wrote :
Mr. J. W. Hofmeyer to Asquith.
" I cannot leave for the Continent without . . , saying how much
I appreciate the evident anxiety shown not only by you but by the whole
of your Ministry during the passage of the S. A. Union Bill through
Parliament to place yourselves in the position of your South African
fellow-subjects and do justice to their aspirations.
So long as sentiments such as those given utterance to by you and
your colleagues actuate His Majesty's Ministers we South Africans need
fear no undue interference with our rights and liberties and Britons may
rest assured that the ties which bind South Africa to the British Empire
will not be lightly broken." (23rd August, 1909.)
The letter which General Botha wrote on the same occasion, and
Asquith's reply have already been published, but they must be
repeated here :
General Botha to Asquith.
sanatorium of graf. dapper,
kissinger.
23, 8. 09.
dear mr. asqtoth,
Now that the South African Bill has safely passed both Houses
of Parliament and thereby the Union of the four self-governing Colonies
in South Africa has practically become an established fact, I cannot
refrain from congratulating you and the great party of which you are
the leader upon the success which has followed your liberal policy in
South Africa.
It is due to the far-seeing policy of your party, carried out bravely in
most difficult circumstances, that all has gone so well in South Africa and
that its position as an integral portion of the British Empire has become
assured. There are many to-day who claim a larger or smaller share of
the credit in connection with the realisation of Union in South Africa,
but this one thing is certain, that only the liberal policy of your Govern-
ment has made that Union possible and in South Africa at all events the
great majority of the people fully appreciate this. Only after a policy
of trust in the whole population of Transvaal and O.R.O. had taken the
place of one of coercion could we dream of the possibility of a Union of
the Colonies, and above all of the two white races. My greatest regret
is that one noble figure is missing—the man who should have lived to
see the fruits of his work—the late Sir Henry Campbell-Bannennan.
For what he has done in South Africa alone the British Empire should
always keep him in grateful memory.

